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Brand New Book. Students of Color and the Achievement Gap is a comprehensive, landmark analysis of an
incontrovertible racialized reality in U.S. K-12 public education---the relentless achievement gap between low-
socioeconomic students of color and their economically advantaged White counterparts. Award winning
author and scholar Richard Valencia provides an authoritative and systemic treatment of the achievement
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to create and maintain the achievement gap by drawing from critical race theory, an asset-based perspective
and a systemic inequality approach. By showing how racialized opportunity structures in society and schools
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fully understood and realized when contextualized within broader political, economic, and cultural
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