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Feeble-Min His Excellency, Henry Carter Stuart Governor Of Virginia Sir: The State Board of Charities and
Corrections has the honor to transmit herewith a special report on feeble-mindedness, as directed by the
General Assembly in an act approved March 20, 1914. Recent reports of departments of the State government
which deal with social matters indicate that the Commonwealth is not gaining (except as to physical health) in
the battle against those classes which are burdensome to society. Our hospitals for the insane are as good as
any in the country, but mental disease is not decreasing in Virginia. Our methods of dealing with criminals,
paupers and other anti-social groups have not resulted in the reduction of their numbers; the increase of anti-
social classes appears to keep pace with the growth of population. This is true not only of Virginia, but of the
nation at large. It is now generally admitted by specialists in social sciences that crime, pauperism, as well as
insanity, result largely from conditions of the mind, and the inefficiency of our present methods of dealing with
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