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indexed. Not illustrated. 1812 Excerpt: .amused in the very best manner, and at all times, if it be possible; but it is
no amusement where the desire exceeds the enjoyment, where possession leads to disappointment and
chagrin, or when the temper of an infant is hurt by the very means you employ to give him pleasure. The rule in
this case is simple, and nothing but extravagance of aFection and misguided partiality could make you mistake
it. In all cases, whether children are fretful or pleased, the wisest method is to leave them very much to
themselves, to discover those things which. will best amuse them. I never saw any fastidiousness respecting the
object of pursuit, nor fretfulness occasioned by the enjoyment, when they were thus leG. It is the wisdom and
experience of the parents, directing their infant minds, and wishing to increase their happiness, that renders
them miserable. Adopt another plan, and you will see its immediate good eFects. Your children will not only
enter with more spirit into their little diversions, without your assistance, but their activity will be exerted in
exact proportion to their state of improvement. ment. They will be instructed in the important lesson of being
pleased with what is within their reach, and, having little in their power, that taste for variety which is the bane
of happiness in all the stages of life, will be eFectually prevented. If it be good for a man to be happy and
contented in the situation to...
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