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follows: ( 1 ) principally piscivorous ( including squids ); ( 2 ) predators on plankton other than fish or squid; ( 3 )
principal consumers of benthic epifaunal crustaceans; ( 4 ) those which feed primarily on benthic infauna and
non-crustacean epifauna. More intensive feeding studies were initiated in 1973 to help determine the feeding
chronology, digestion rate, consumption, and gross growth eAiciency of selected fish species. Species were
chosen according to their general feeding category, relative abundance within a geographic area, and
commercial value. The feeding category of a particular species is made up of the principal prey of various
trophic levels that link up and tend to focus energy toward the a1. selected fish species ( Tyler et 1981 ). The
overall plan was to monitor the food of at least one species representative of each general feeding category
within each of the five geographical areas to determine spatial and temporal changes that occur ( if any ) in
prey organisms. Species selected for the present study were little skate, Raja erinacea ( Mitchi11 ); Atlantic cod,
Gadus morhua ( Linnaeus ); haddock, MeTanOframmus aeglefinus ( Linnaeus ); silver hake, Mer1uccius
bilinearis ( MitchLl ); pollock, Pollachius virens ( Linnaeus ); red hake, Urophycis chuss ( Wa1baum ); spotted
hake, Urophycis regia ( Wa1baum ), white hake, Urophycis tenuis ( Mitchill ); ocean pout, Macrozoarces
americanus ( Schneider ); scup, Stenotomus chrysops butterfish, Pepri1us triacanthus ( Peck ); redfish, Sebastes
marinus (...
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