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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1907 Excerpt: .forms are found in great number and in lively multiplication. Splitting
begins in the micronucleus and flagellum, then goes on in the macronucleus and finally in the protoplasm.
These daughter organisms form large rosettes, in which the flagellar ends form the center, the bodies of the
parasites lying at the periphery. The absence of an undulating membrane and the fact that the micronucleus
shows no tendency to approach the macronucleus prove this parasite to be no trypanosome. The absence of
any flagellated forms in the life history of the piroplasmata appear to disprove Laveran and Mesnil s theory. It is
at present doubtful to which, if any, of the protozoal parasites the cause of kala-azar bears the greatest
resemblance. The name Leishmania Donovani, as originally suggested by Ross, therefore appears most
appropriate. The most successful cultivation results were obtained in an acid medium and at 22 C. No growth
took place above 25 C., whilst 15 to 17 C. would seem to be the lowest favorable temperature. No growth occurs
in bacterially contaminated media, staphylococci proving most harmful to the parasites. Epidemiological
observations had led the author to the supposition that the disease was transferred by some blood-sucking
insect. The limitation to houses and the slow spread seemed to suggest the bed-bug as the most likely animal.
Even aGer absorbing full meals of blood, the gastric contents of the bed-bug are distinctly acid; for this reason
usually they are found to contain no bacteria. The author...
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