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abstract: The wide-spread usage of English throughout the world raises the questions of what role it plays on
an international level, whether a standard should be established, and how it should be taught in school. This
text concentrates on the presence and teaching of English in France, based on data collected in interviews in
Mulhouse on January 6th, 2006. The interviews with two French teachers of English, together with literature on
the French attitude towards that language, try to provide an insight into the role of English in a country which
does not have English as a native or official language. In order to do this, background information on the
teachers as well as the present teaching situation in France will be given. Finally, it has to be investigated
whether an existing model of the usage and importance of English can be applied to the situation of English in
France. 2The Role of English in the World 2.1English as a Global Lingua Franca A lingua franca, or common
language (Crystal, 1997: 9) is the language that it used in a situation where people with different nationalities
communicate, and when they have no other language in common. Crystal calls this the global status (Crystal,
1997: 2) of a language. A language achieves a genuinely global status when it develops a special role that is
recognized in every country (Crystal, 1997: 2). This special role can be either the status of a mother-tongue
(Crystal, 1997: 3), as in Britain, the status...
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