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which with great devocion The noble women of the towne. Gower 141--142. The termination own or ion and
ioun must have been rather long, as follows from the metre. Again ou somids o in the termination ourne: He
might not lenger sojourn, Homeward most he tome. | Chaucer 6569. The o sound is interchanged for a; this
interchange had abready taken place in the Semi-Saxon period, owing to the influence of the North-Anglian
dialect (see . 2, Anglo-Saxon vowels). Ex. : A gerlond hadde he sette (668); unnethe upon hire feet she mighte
stonde; he nis not ware the fend hath him in hond, etc. The o is in place of a--instead of gerland, stande, hand.
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frequently used and corresponded with the short, modern English u (in but, cut, shut); y. et word, being rhymed
with boord (3439), must have formed an exception. U being a fundamental sound (as we have seen in the
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