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illustrated. 1870 edition. Excerpt: . .. castigation. On the death of Mr. Pitt in 1806, Lord i Ellenborough, according
to established j custom, held the seal of chancellor of the Exchequer till the new ministry was appointed. By that
ministry, composed of the whiffs and a few of Lord Sidmouths friends, he was offered and refused the Great
Seal, but by unadvisedly accepting a seat in the cabinet, subjected himself, as Lord Mansfield had done before
him, to the suspicions which must attach to one who at the same time holds a political and a judicial position.
However honourably and independently the individual may act, there is so palpable an indecorum in the
connection between the two that it is to be hoped no further example will revive the controversy. His adherence
to tho whigs lasted only till the ministry expired. Thenceforward he disconnected himself from party, though all
his tendencies were strongly towards the support of government and the resistance of innovations. He opposed
most of the excellent endeavours of Sir Samuel Romilly to amend the criminal law, but was himself the author
of an act, which goes by his name, making more stringent the punishment for malicious injuries. So inimical
was he to all changes that he resisted the attempt of the same enlightened lawyer to subject real estates to the
payment of the debts of the proprietor. Though the bigotry of his opinions as a legislator incurred grave
censure, in his character as a judge he won...
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