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Madison: Fourth President of the United States, Delivered at the Request of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common
Council of the City of Boston When the imperial despot of Persia, surveyed the myriads of his vassals, whom he
had assembled for the invasion and conquest of Greece, we are told by the father of profane history, that the
monarchs heart, at first, distended with pride, but immediately afterwards sunk within him, and turned to tears
of anguish at the thought, that within one hundred years from that day, not one of all the countless numbers of
his host would remain in the land of the living. The brevity of human life, had afforded a melancholy
contemplation to wiser and better men than Xerxes, in ages long before that of his own existence. It is still the
subject of philosophical reflection or of Christian resignation, to the living man of the present age. It will
continue such, so long as the race of man shall exist upon earth. But it is the condition of our nature to look
before and after: The Persian tyrant looked forward, and lamented the shortness of life; but in that century
which bounded his mental vision, he knew not what was to come to pass, for weal or woe, to the race whose
transitory nature he deplored, and his own purposes, happily baffled by the elements which he with absurd
presumption would have chastised, were of the most odious and detestable character. About the Publisher
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