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indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: .has been engaged in guarding railroads, munition factories, and other
utilities of military importance. Their instruction must now necessarily await their being gathered into divisional
camps, especially the organizations recently raised which have been almost entirely without instruction of any
kind. MACHINE-GUN INSTRUCTION. During the period of service of National Guard organizations on the
Mexican border many officers and enlisted men took advantage of an opportunity to pursue instruction in
machine-gun practice at the School of Musketry, Fort Sill, Okla., at Fort Bliss, Tex., and at the Machine-gun
School, Harlingen, Tex. From October 16 to December 20. 1916, the class of instruction for noncommissioned
officers at the School of Musketry included 58 National Guardsmen, who entered the course very deficient in
those matters relating to the technique of fire and combat fire. The results were so gratifying that the
commandant of the school recommended that an invitation be extended to the several States to secure the
attendance of a limited number of officers of the National Guard at the school for a six weeks course,
commencing April 5, 1917. This was approved by the Secretary of War, and 18 officers of machine-gun
companies, not in the Federal service, were ordered to take the course, 17 of whom completed same. The
instruction was expanded by approving of a 9 or 10 weeks course for selected field officers (major or lieutenant
colonel), whether in or out of Federal service, to begin May 28, 1917, the officers detailed to...
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