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Having boldly proclaimed his doctrines, he sought to propagate
them by numerous writings. Philoxenos shows him to have been
a learned man, much devoted to the study of Scripture, which
he interpreted in a kabbalistic manner, carrying probably to
excess the mania for this kind of exegesis, which was in vogue
among the followers and imitators of Origen; although it did not
originate with the latter, but is found even more elaborated in
the writings of Philo, Although Philoxenos speaks of letters,
commentaries, books, and other writings of Bar Sudaili, he gives
details only regarding an early one, the first which came into his
hands, a commentary on the Psalms. In it Stephen claimed to
have direct revelations and to be an inspired man, to whom
alone was revealed the true sense of Scripture: he called them
dreams and his commentaries on them...
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